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shipping, and Spanish naval arsenals hummed with unwonted
activity. " Spain," Nelson wrote in May, " is certainly going to
war with somebody." There could be little doubt with whom.

The Government, however, feeling that it had its hands full,
did its best to ignore these provocations. It instructed an appeasing
ambassador to do all in his power to preserve peace. Nor was
Godoy in a hurry to bring matters to a head. He needed time to
man his fleet and to see how the campaign in Italy went before
finally committing himself. Even his ignorance and presumption
could not blind him to the fact that past wars with England had
proved expensive for his country.

For these, as for reasons of even greater purport, the eyes of
Spain and Britain became focused on the struggle in the Lornbardy
plain. Here Bonaparte was trying to reduce Mantua with a siege
train of only half the gun-power of the fortress, while preventing
the Austrian veteran, Wurmser, from relieving it through the
Alpine passes. The struggle seemed uneven, for the Directors,
now jealous of his fame, were secretly starving their youthful
general of men and guns. "With 40,000 men Bonaparte had simul-
taneously to contain 11,000 Austrians in Mantua and beat off
60,000 more from the north. Nelson, writing from his station off
Leghorn, felt full confidence again: the French army had suffered
terrible losses, the outraged Italian states were combining against
the aggressor, Wurmser would soon be in Mantua, Naples would
stand firm in her alliance.1

At the end of July, 1796, Wurmser began to emerge from the
mountain defiles, moving southwards along either shore of Lake
Garda and driving Massena's covering troops before him. Hardly
had he done so when the whirlwind struck him. With almost
incredible speed Bonaparte abandoned the siege of Mantua and
every other inessential and hurled his entire force on the Austrian
columns before they had time to assemble south of the lake. In the
first five days of August, in operations around Castiglione he defeated
both halves of Wurmser's army in turn and flung him back north-
eastwards into the passes. "All our expected hopes," wrote Nelson to
Jervis, " are blasted. . . . Austria, I suppose, must make peace, and
we shall, as usual, be left to fight it out" Britain would have to
1 Nicolas, II, 212, 219.